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munotherapy of hepatocellular carcinoma, 
monoclonal antibodies for hepatitis B surface an- 
tigen, while Chapter 10 describes the methodology 
and clinical problems of using anti idiotypes for 
the treatment of B cell lymphomas. 
To complement the immunology, there, are 
general reviews on growth factors and on 
desmosomes, and their role in cell attachment. 
Both deal mainly with the events occurring in nor- 
mal cellular physiology, rather than specifically in 
tumour cells. The chapter on growth factors con- 
tains one of the few detailed sections on receptors 
in the book, though the recent rapid advances in 
this field, particularly at a molecular level, have 
made the discussion incomplete and already 
somewhat out of date. Finally there is a long 
chapter dealing in great detail with the use of the 
human amnion membrane system to study tumour 
cell substrate interactions. 
In general, most chapters concentrate on a 
description of cellular, rather than molecular 
events. Unfortunately, this has resulted in a lot of 
purely descriptive material, unsupported by any 
hypothetical framework. There are also a number 
of surprising omissions, in particular any extensive 
discussion of oncogenic viruses or the mode of at- 
tion of carcinogens, both subjects closely related to 
receptor biology. However, the book does provide 
a useful summary of a number of important fields 
within tumour cell biology, and the bibliographies 
are mostly quite extensive. 
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Hormones 
By A.W. Norman and G. Litwack 
Academic Press; Orlando, FL, 1987 
806 pages. $49.95 
At first glance this new volume on human hor- 
mones is set out to a traditional pattern of each 
chapter dealing with one hormone group. 
However, the authors had set themselves the task 
of assembling material for teaching cellular and 
molecular endocrinology and consequently their 
book has some refreshingly new features. Apart 
from two introductory chapters, one on hormones 
generally and the other on steroid hormone 
metabolism, the remaining 17 chapters have the 
same format. The anatomical-morphological rela- 
tionships of the gland or system are outlined, 
followed in order by the chemistry, biochemistry, 
biological and molecular action of the hormone 
and some clinical aspects. Consequently each 
chapter is a fairly comprehensive but readable 
review. 
In addition to the endocrine substances one 
would expect to be included in a treatise on human 
hormones there are interesting reviews on pro- 
staglandins, thymus and pineal hormones and cell 
growth factors. There are also a collection of ap- 
pendices which deal among other matters with 
blood concentrations of hormones. 
By writing the book rather than acting as editors 
of specialist contributions, the authors have pro- 
duced a consistency of style in presentation that 
medical and science undergraduates and 
postgraduate students alike should find attractive. 
The illustrations, particularly the line drawings 
and anatomical ink washes, are excellent. In all but 
five of the chapters the reference citations include 
material published just one year before the book 
itself, so there are opportunities to follow up with 
more detailed studies. 
Inevitably when the remit is so difficult and all- 
embracing there are penalties arising from the for- 
mat chosen to present the information. Students 
wishing, for example, to review current ideas on 
hormone receptor action or the effects of hor- 
mones on gene expression will have to abstract he 
relevant material from each chapter. No author 
can succeed totally, but my feeling is that Norman 
and Litwack will make a good many friends among 
teaching staff for their monumental effort. 
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